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Mr MichaelRussellMSP
The Scottish Parliament
EDINBURGH
EH99 1SP

Your ref: Tiree's Scarinish beach
Our ref: 201810041032
5 December 2018

Dear Mike,

Thank you for your email of 21 November on behalf of your constituent regarding marine
litter, and in particular fishing litter.
I am saddened to hear of your constituent's experience of Scarinish Beach on Tiree. Marine

litter is indeed a serious problem here in Scotland, but I would like to assure you that the
Scottish Government is taking this issue very seriously and have many policies and
iegislation in place and planned for the future to help tackle it.

We have a Marine Litter Strategy with over 40 action points which aim to reduce the amount
of litter entering our waters. These cover improving the attitude and behaviour of people and
businesses, reducing litter sources, improving how we monitor and respond to the problem,
making sure that what we do makes a difference, and working with other countries to tackle
this global problem.
We have many initiatives to reduce the amount of litter entering our seas, and fund
organisations which educate members of the public, organise beach litter cleans and
promote the safe-disposal of marine litter. Examples include:
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.
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Supporting KIMO's project 'fishing for litter', which helps fishermen remove and bring
ashore litter that they catch in their nets. 18 harbours are now part of this scheme and
have removed over 1262 tonnes since 2005;
Supporting KIMO's 'pick up 3 pieces' project, which encourages beach visitors to take
3 pieces of litter with them when they leave; and
Funding of Local Coastal Partnerships around our coastline which all have a role to
play in supporting beach cleans and other efforts to reduce marine litter.
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Supporting SCRAPbook, a collaborative project between the Moray Firth Partnership,
SkyWatch and Marine Conservation Society to map the litter hot spots round
Scotland's mainland coastline and support their clean-ups.

We recognise that lost fishing gear contributes to the marine litter problem, and support the
Global Ghost Gear initiative. We are also working internationally with OSPAR (Oslo-Paris
Conventions Organisation) to consider how to effectively reduce this litter source, and are
supporting KIMO to investigate options to recycle end of life fishing nets in the future.
80% of marine litter originates from land, and we are leading in actions to address this. We
are the first in the UK to commit to introducing a deposit return scheme, to increase recycling
rates and reduce waste and litter. We have introduced legislation to ban the manufacture
and sale of rinse-off personal care products containing plastic microbeads and are the first in
the UK to propose a similar ban for plastic-stemmed cotton buds.
Marine litter is indeed a truly global problem and to promote co-operative working I am
hosting Scotland's lnternational Marine Conference 2019 on 20-21 February 2019 in
Glasgow. Your constituent may be interested in attending to learn more about the Scottish
Govemmenfs work to address marine litter. Registration is free and your constituent would
be very welcome; further information can be found at www.marineconference2Ol9.scot
Finally, reducing, re-using and recycling is key to reducing the levels of litter in our seas, and
it is the responsibility of all of us, At the mornent there are very few ways of removing the
litter that is already in the sea, but one thing that we can all do is remove the litter that anives
on our beaches to stop it going back out to sea. lf your constituent is interested in taking part
in a beach clean, there are many groups that can organise that for them, including the
Marine Conservation Society; see www.mcsuk.orq/scotland for details.
I hope this reply will be helpful to you in responding to your constituent and assures them
that we are working hard to tackle marine litter from all sources, including marine industries.

Yours,

-\(**.*,*,-(
Roseanna Cunningham
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